
 

GENERAL CIRCULAR NUMBER 2020-062 

DATE:   November 19, 2020 

TO: Heads of State Agencies and Human Resources Directors 

SUBJECT: Governor Proclaims Legal Holiday – Acadian Day  

 

Gov. John Bel Edwards has proclaimed Friday, November 27, 2020, as a legal state holiday – 
Acadian Day. 
 
See the attached Proclamation No. 162 JBE 2020. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
s/Byron P. Decoteau, Jr. 
State Civil Service Director 

 

  

Byron P. Decoteau, Jr., Director 

Post Office Box 94111 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9111 

225.342.8274 

scsinfo@la.gov  

civilservice.la.gov 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
PROCLAMATION NUMBER 162 JBE 2020 

LEGAL STATE HOLIDAY -ACADIAN DAY 

WHEREAS, pursuant to La. R.S. I :55(A I( I) and (8)( I lea), Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, Novenber 
26, 2020, is a legal holiday and a day of rest in the State of Louisiana, observed b)' the 
departments of the State; 

WHEREAS, Loui siana Revised Statute I :55(8)(3) empowers the governor to authori ze the observance 
by the departments of the State of other hol idays and half-ho lidays by executive 
proclamation; 

WHEREAS, when the Friday after Thanksgiving Day is declared a holiday by the gove rnor, pursuant to 
La. R.S. I :55(8)(3), such holiday is designated as Acadian Day to commemorate "the 
arri va l in Louisiana of the A:adian people from the French co lony Acadia following the 
ceding of that colony to England in 1713 and in recognition of the fact that much 0 : the 
early economic and political deve lopment of Loui siana is directly attributable to the 
ind ustry of the Acadian peeple, through cu ltivation of land, utili zation of Louisiana's 
natura l resources, and the interest of the Acad ian people in po litica l se lf-determination and 
American democracy;" and 

WHEREAS, the citizens of the State of LOll is ian a and the officers and employees of the depaltmen:s of 
the State w ill benefit fro m an additional lega l hol iday durin g a time period when fa m'lies 
traditionally gather together t:l remember their blessings and promote family va lues. 

NOW THEREFORE I, JOHN BEL EDWARDS, Governor of the State of Loui siana, by vi rtue of the 
authority vested by the Constituti on and la\"s of the State of Loui siana, do hereby order and direct as 
follows: 

SECTION 1: Friday, November 27, 2020, is declared Acadian Day in the State of Louisiana and it shall 
be observed as a day of rest. 

SECTION 2: Insofar as practicab le, the app::>i nting authorities and/or heads of all institutions, offices and 
departments of the State (hereafter "appoi nting authori ty") shall permit the officers and 
employees under their contre l to observe Acad ian Day as a day of rest. Nonethe less. an 
appo int ing authority shall have discretion to require said officers or employees to work on 
Acad ian Day when, in the ap;:lOi ntin g authority's judgment, it is required for the efficient 
ad mini stration ofa state facil:ty, the operat ion of wh ich is necessary and ind ispensable to 
the citizens of this State. 

ATTEST BY THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand officia lly 
and caused to be affixed the Great Sea l of Lo uisiana in the 
City of 8aton Rouge, on thi s 18'" day of November, 2020. 

GOVERNO~ 


